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Sept.  18:  Direction  Setting 
Meeting  for  Project  Excellence 

On  September  18  educators,  com- 
munity leaders,  and  friends  of  education 
will  gather  at  the  Civic  Center  in  Helena 
for  the  direction  setting  meeting  of  Proj- 
ect Excellence:  Designing  Education  for 
the  Next  Century,  the  legislatively  man- 
dated study  of  accreditation  standards  for 
public  schools  in  Montana. 

The  legislature  has  requested  that  the 
Board  of  Public  Education,  with  the  parti- 
cipation of  education  professionals  and 
the  public,  develop  outcome-based  stan- 
dards that  will  identify  what  students 
should  know  and  be  able  to  do  after  attend- 
ing grades  K  through  12  in  Montana.  The 
board  will  work  to  establish  a  definition 
of  basic  education  and  the  cost  of  pro- 
viding it.  This  month's  meeting  is  the 
first  in  a  series  of  Project  Excellence 
activities  which  will  culminate  in  a  report 
to  the  1989  legislature. 

The  $5  registration  fee  covers  lunch 
and  materials  at  the  day-long  meeting. 
The  board  hopes  to  have  all  registrations 
by  September  3.  For  information,  contact 
Claudette  Morton  or  Jean  Schutt,  Board 
of  Public  Education,  33  S.  Last  Chance 
Gulch,  Helena,  MT  59620  (444-6576). 

Schools  Begin 
Asbestos  Management  Plans 

In  1986  the  President  signed  into  law 
the  Asbestos  Hazard  Emergency  Response 
Act  (AHERA),  aimed  at  developing  plans 
to  identify  and  remove  asbestos  hazards  in 
school  buildings.  The  law  imposes  specif- 
ic responsibilities  on  school  districts  and 
state  governments. 

School  districts  must  detect  asbestos 
problems,  develop  and  submit  manage- 
ment plans  for  state  approval,  and  then 
put  the  plans  into  effect.  Deadlines  for 
this  process  have  been  outlined,  and  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Environmental 
Sciences  (DHES)  has  been  designated  the 
coordinating  state  agency. 


DHES  has  sent  school  board 
chairpersons  and  district  superintendents 
information  about  the  asbestos  manage- 
ment program.  If  you  have  any  questions, 
please  contact  Tom  Ellerhoff,  project 
coordinator,  at  DHES,  Cogswell  Build- 
ing, Capitol  Station,  Helena,  MT  59620 
(444-3948). 

Health  Resources  for 
the  Class  of  2000 

Congratulations,  kindergarten  teach- 
ers: you  are  teaching  the  Class  of  2000. 

As  part  of  its  campaign  for  tobacco- 
free  schools  by  the  year  2000,  the 
American  Lung  Association  of  Montana 
offers  the  following  to  each  Class  of 
2000  in  the  state:  a  button  with  the 
message  "Tobacco-Free  Class  of  2000" 
(students);  a  button  with  "I  Teach  the 
Tobacco-Free  Class  of  2000"  (teachers); 
and  an  18-inch  "Tobacco-Free  Class  of 
2000"  banner  for  the  classroom. 

Wherever  possible,  the  American 
Lung  Association  of  Montana  will  make 
formal  presentations  and  invite  the  media 
to  meet  this  historic  class.  In  addition,  it 
offers,  by  request,  a  short  lemmA'HS 
video  with  a  teaching  guide. 

The  group  hopes  to  contact  each 
school  about  the  campaign.  To  be  sure 
your  class  is  recognized,  contact  the 
American  Lung  Association  of  Montana, 
825  Helena  Ave.,  Helena,  MT  59601,  or 
call  1-800-252-6368. 

Teacher  of  the  Year 
Nominations  Due 

Nominations  for  the  1988  Montana 
Teacher  of  the  Year  are  due  in  the  Office 
of  Public  Instruction  no  later  than 
September  30.  Official  candidate  port- 
folios must  be  used.  For  information,  con- 
tact Edward  Eschler,  OPI,  State  Capitol, 
Helena,  MT  59620. 

School  Recognition  Program 

Applications  are  now  available  for  the 
U.S.  Department  of  Education's  1987-88 
Elementary  School  Recognition  Program, 


which  honors  outstanding  schools  across 
the  country.The  program  alternates  years 
with  similar  awards  for  secondary 
schools. 

The  application  forms  may  be  obtained 
from  Barbara  Patrick,  Elementary  Edu- 
cation Specialist,  Office  of  Public 
Instruction,  State  Capitol,  Helena,  MT 
59620.  Completed  forms  must  be  re- 
turned to  OPI  by  November  15. 


September  16:  Citizenship  Day 

September  16  is  Citizenship  Day,  a 
nationwide  celebration  of  the  Bicentennial 
of  the  U.S.  Constitution. 

On  this  day  every  school  in  America 
has  been  asked  to  hold  a  teach-in  on  the 
Constitution.  Schools  and  communities 
may  also  participate  in  a  Pledge  of 
Allegiance  at  1:00  pm  EDT  (11:00  am 
Montana  time)  and  a  reading  of  the  Pre- 
amble led  on  television  by  retired  Su- 
preme Court  Justice  Warren  E.  Burger. 
For  high  school  students,  ABC  will  air  a 
special  on  the  Constitution.  Check  local 
listings  for  time  and  channel. 

The  Fall  issue  of  OPI's  Montana 
Schools  features  resources  and  ideas  for 
Constitution  Bicentennial  study  for  all 
grade  levels. 

Nominations  Wanted  for 
"Take  Pride  in  America"  Awards 

Nominations  are  being  sought  for  the 
1987  Take  Pride  in  America  awards, 
which  recognize  the  outstanding  efforts  of 
individuals  and  groups  on  behalf  of  our 
public  lands  and  natural  resources. 

To  be  eligible  a  candidate  must  demon- 
strate involvement  in  the  care  of  federal, 
state,  local  or  Indian  lands;  show  initia- 
tive toward  greater  awareness  and  wiser 
use  of  public  lands;  or  foster  recognition 
of  citizen  responsibility  and/or  encourage 
personal  attitudes  of  stewardship  and 
active  involvement  for  public  lands  and 
resources.  Montana  will  accept  nomina- 
tions in  12  categories. 

The   deadline   for   nominations   is 
October    15.    For    information,    contact 


Ralph  Driear,  Governor's  Office,  State 
Capitol,  Helena,  MT  59620  (444-3 1 1 1). 


Videos  on  Clinical  Supervision 

The  Office  of  Public  Instruction's 
videotapes  on  clinical  supervision  are 
available  to  school  districts  on  a  limited 
loan  basis.  Each  tape  is  about  an  hour 
long. 

The  set  consists  of  two  series.  Series  I: 
Effective  Instruction  is  five  tapes:  Deci- 
sions in  Teaching;  The  Instructional  Ob- 
jective; Motivation,  Positive  Reinforce- 
ment; Retention;  and  Critical  Attribute 
and  Lesson  Design.  Series  II:  The  In- 
structional Conference  is  six  tapes: 
Designing  the  Conference;  Communica- 
ting Effectively;  Third  Grade  Lesson  and 
Conference;  Ninth  Grade  Lesson  and  Con- 
ference; High  School  Lesson  and  Confer- 
ence; and  Two  Lessons  for  Group 
Practice. 

Contact  John  Voorhis,  Director  of 
Teacher  Education,  Certification  and  Staff 
Development,  at  OPI  (444-3150),  if  you 
would  like  to  borrow  the  tapes. 


AIDS  Resources  Available 

Help  is  now  available  to  schools 
dealing  with  the  tough  and  sensitive 
issues  surrounding  the  disease  AIDS.  By 
request  schools  may  order  any  or  all  three 
resource  packets  with  general  informa- 
tion,  curriculum   materials   and   school 


policymaking  ideas  from  the  Office  of 
Public  Instruction  and  the  Department  of 
Health  and  Environmental  Sciences. 

The  general  packet  gives  current  and 
accurate  information  about  AIDS  and 
some  of  the  media  resources  available  in 
the  state.  The  curriculum  materials  are 
geared  to  elementary  and  secondary  stu- 
dents and  include  teacher  and  student 
guides.  The  policy  packet  gives  admini- 
strators and  local  school  boards  ideas  for 
developing  comprehensive  AIDS  policies 
that  include  medical  and  human  rights  con- 
siderations. 

The  packets  may  be  obtained  from: 
Spencer  Sartorius,  Office  of  Public 
Instruction,  State  Capitol,  Helena,  MT 
59620  (444-4434),  or  Rick  Chiotti,  Dept. 
of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences, 
Cogswell  Building,  Helena,  MT  59620 
(444-4740). 

Administrators  Team  Up  for 
Leadership  Conference 

The  Montana  Conference  of  Education- 
al Leadership:  Team  for  Tomorrow,  spon- 
sored by  the  Montana  Association  of 
School  Business  Officials,  Montana 
School  Boards  Association  and  School  Ad- 
ministrators of  Montana,  will  be  held  in 
Kalispell,  October  15-16. 

Charter  flight  seats  from  Miles  City, 
Sidney  and  Billings  and  return  can  be  ar- 
ranged with  reservations  by  September 
12.  For  information,  contact  Bob  Ander- 
son, Montana  School  Boards  Association, 
1  S.  Montana  Ave.,  Helena,  MT  59601. 


CALENDAR 


Sept.  8-26-One-Day  Advanced  Driver 
Ed  Workshops,  Lewistown  (Curt 
Hahn,  OPI,  444-4432). 

Sept.  9-11-Chapter  1  Fall  Workshop, 
Billings  (Nancy  Coopersmith,  OPI, 
444-4420). 

Sept.  16-National  Citizenship  Day 

Sept.  16-17-Board  of  Pubtic  Educa- 
tion, Helena  (Claudette  Morton,  444- 
6576). 

Sept.  17-19-Montanans'  Conference 
on  Constitutional  Literacy,  Helena 
(Ed  Eschlcr,  OPI,  444-4433). 

Sept.  18-Direction  Setting  Meeting, 
Project  Excellence:  Designing  Educa- 
tion for  the  Next  Century  (accredi- 
tation study),  Helena  (Jean  Schutt, 
Board  of  Pubhc  Education,  444- 
6576). 

Sept.  20-26-National  School  Bus 
Safety  Week 

Sept.  22-Teacher  Evaluation 
Workshop,  Bozeman  (OPI,  444- 
5643). 

Sept.  24-26-Early  Childhood  Edu- 
cation Conference,  Billings  (Beth 
Reichert,  256-5385). 

Sept.  30-Oct.  2-Conference  on  Devel- 
opmental Disabilities,  Missoula  (Ted 
Spas,  SRS,  444-5674). 

Sept.  30-Deadline  for  Teacher  of  the 
Year  nominations  (Ed  Eschler,  OPI, 
444-4433). 
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